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the cutlass he had in his hand for a bayonet which
was brought to him; and, holding me with a strong
grip by the cord that tied my hands, he, with many
oaths, threatened to kill me if I would not be quiet."
The boatswain and others, having been compelled
to hoist out the launch, Bligh and eighteen men were
forced to go into her, and were quickly veered astern
of the ship by a rope. . . .
The eighteen men, and their captain, thus cast
adrift on the wide ocean, soon found themselves in
a miserable condition. They began with touching at
Tofoa, an island about thirty miles from the scene of
the mutiny. There they landed, endeavouring to
obtain breadrfruit and water. In doing this, they
seem to have foi*gotten their own defenceless state.
After some deceitful show of friendship, the natives
who lined the beach gave signs of violence, by knock-
ing stones together which they had in their hands,
Maccaackavow, one of their chiefs, having in vain
requested Bligh to remain that night, the 1st of May,
1789, the treacherous old man got up, and said,
"Then, mattie," which signifies, "We will kill
you ! " and left him.
Scarcely had the hapless voyagers reached their
boat, when the stir which had been commenced by
the chief came to its height. About two hundred
natives attacked them with stones, which flew like
a shower of shot, and all would probably have been
cut off by these cowardly savages, had not one of
the crew, John Norton, quarter-master, run up the
beach, for the purpose of releasing the boat. This
brave man fell a sacrifice, in preserving the lives of
his companions. In doing this, he was surrounded
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